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Citrus gall wasp

Bruchophagus fellis (Girault), Hymenoptera: Eurytomidae

B Major S0 Ve
[ Occasionally important e Darwin
E= Miner el
K
By / 3
ol *Kununurra .
r "' Marecbae
Charters Towers =
Rackhat ﬂ!ﬂnl
) Emerald » i
{» Camnarvon "
N Mundubbera =
SN
X *Wiluna

\ = e
. e Bi e
. * Bindoon o 3 L
- I:’edh Ny , Hlils’ggn Go
| «Harvey f % ~'Renmark, iMildura* y
| = Donnybrook——" Y N A e Sydney e
il n RE I'-;‘Agalaiué-,‘.__“'E”ﬁ"“ /

.2 Melbourne

Figure 17.1 Importance and distribution
of citrus gall wasp.

Description

D General appearance
The adult citrus gall wasp is small, shiny-black and 2.5 mm
long. Larvae are 2 mm long, thickset, white and have no legs.
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D Distinguishing features
This is the only wasp that directly attacks citrus. The woody
galls it forms are quite distinctive (see plate 17.2).

b Life cycle

Adults emerge in most areas from mid-September until early
November. They mate and immediately begin ege laying, as
they live only about a week. The female wasp lays eggs
between the bark and wood of young spring-flush twigs. Twigs
in which eggs have been deposited have scar-like flecks on
the bark. Egg laying continues throughout Qctober and
finishes by about mid-November.

Eggs hatch in 2-4 weeks, and are all hatched by early
December. The young larvae burrow into the bark, and a
flask-like sheath of soft host tissue develops around each larva.
By late December, woody tissue begins to form around the
sheath of soft tissue, the twig swells and begins to develop
the characteristic gall.

Plate 17.1 Female citrus gall wasp laying eges into a young twig.

Larval development continues, and pupation takes place
within the galls in late winter. The pupal stage lasts 2—-3 weeks,
after which adults emerge.

P Seasonal history
There is one generation per year.

b Habits

Over the last century, since the introduction and widespread
planting of cultivated citrus varieties, this pest has spread
from the border ranges between Queensland and New South
Wales to most citrus areas of Queensland and northern New
South Wales. The larval development of citrus gall wasp in
the young twig can produce galls up to 250 mm long and 25
mm thick which can contain hundreds of larvae.

P Hosts
The native host is the finger lime (Microcitrus australasica).

P Origin and distribution
Citrus gall wasp is native to Australia.

Damage |

Y

Heavily infested trees can be covered with galls, resulting in
very little leaf or fruit production, and severe dieback.

Twigs L ,
Galls up to 250 mm long and 25 mm
thick; dieback if infestation is heavy.


















